
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

On behalf of our parish staff, committees and 
parishioners who have worked to assemble this 
document, I am pleased to present to you the St. Michael
Parish Annual Report 2018-2019. Please take some time 
to review the variety of ministry descriptions and images 
that reflect the many ways in which our parishioners are 
active and involved in the life of St. Michael Parish. It is 
our hope that parishioners and friends will experience a 
sense of belonging to our parish family. We also thank 
Diocesan Publications, our bulletin company, for 
printing this report at no cost to us.

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations (Mt. 
28:19).” Referenced in the final paragraph of the Gospel 
of Matthew, Jesus commissioned his disciples to make 
disciples of all the nations, baptize them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son,and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to observe all that He taught. Jesus then 
promised, “I am with you always, until the end of time.” 
Jesus remains with us, and we are his disciples.

Parishioners assembling our report this year have 
commented that our diocesan-wide evangelization efforts 
are a direct response to Jesus’ commission to go and make 
disciples. When Bishop John arrived more than five 
years ago, he emphasized three points which build upon 
each other—1) Be a friend of Jesus: Personal encounter 
and prayer; 2) Make a friend: Build a community of love 
and form welcoming parishes; 3) Introduce your friend 
to Jesus: Share Jesus with others and help them to make 
a personal decision to follow in faith. St. Michael Parish, 
and all parishes across our diocese, have taken steps to 
deepen our relationship with Jesus, witness to others our 
faith experiences, and encourage others to make a return 
to Jesus, who shares with us His divine life and love.

At St. Michael Parish, evangelization efforts are ongoing 
through efforts to welcome and involve new parishioners, 
reach out to people and families in need, and adult-youth 
Faith Formation programming. Committees, made up 
of committed parishioners, meet regularly and serve the 
needs of people. Peer ministers and students at Catholic 
Campus Ministry reach out to new students and develop 
the gifts and talents of involved students. Even more, our 
Amazing Parish team seeks to enhance weekend liturgies 
in the areas of music, hospitality, proclamation of the 
Word of God, and homilies. We are all disciples of Jesus 
and seek to share His message of love to others.

Father Brandon and I are grateful to minister with a 
committed and dedicated staff, committees, councils, 
groups, and individuals who make up St. Michael 
Parish. We pray for our parishioners, especially when 
immediate needs arise. May we all grow in holiness and 
become more faithful disciples in Jesus. Please know that 
we pray for you daily.

Please take note of the descriptions and images found 
in these pages. They reflect the many mysterious and 
evident ways in which God is at work in our lives and 
world. We hope that you find a spiritual and enriching 
home at St. Michael Parish.

May God bless you and your family,

Fr. Greg Heikkala
Pastor 
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     CHRISTIAN OUTREACH

Society of St.Vincent de Paul

The conference mission statement: A net-
work of friends, inspired by Gospel values, 
growing in holiness and service to people in 
need.

In October members of the St. Michael Con-
ference presented a Ministry Minute to thank 
our parishioners for their financial support 
through our monthly collections and for their 
involvement as volunteers in the St. Vincent 
de Paul (SVDP) pantry and store. Our confer-
ence has a stable and dedicated membership.  
It generally meets twice each month to review 
requests for financial assistance from our 
neighbors in need.

During the past year, the conference dis-
bursed the funds provided through our 
monthly St. Vincent de Paul collection as 
follows:

• $5,000 and 52 boxes plus 1030 pounds of 
food were given to the SVDP Pantry. 

• 33 families were provided with financial 
assistance. Many times conference help pre-
vented a family from being evicted or having 
their utilities shut off!

 • Water bills-2 families

 • Electric bills–7 families 

 • Gas/heat–4 families 

 • Rent–20 families 

In addition, the group sent $500 for relief ser-
vices to victims of the Indonesian earthquake. 
Services are extended to any person in need, 
regardless of religious preference.

The conference strengthened its Home Visit 
Program by providing training for members 
and developing a manual and checklist. The 
goal was to ensure that all those visited were 
treated with respect and kindness, and that 
visitors were thorough in gathering relevant 
information regarding the client’s situation 
before making a decision whether to provide 
financial help.

Members are invited to assist in these works 
of charity. Please contact Karen Reese (361-
1441), Maura Davenport (226-3900), or Bob 
Barton (273-1772) for more information.

Christian Service and  
Evangelization Committee

St. Michael is a tithing parish: i.e., five percent 
of our weekend collections is put into a spe-
cial Tithe Fund to help our neighbors in need. 
The Christian Service and Evangelization 
Committee (CSEC) is charged with determin-
ing how these funds are spent to promote 
corporal works of mercy. Living the gospel 
mandate to find Jesus in all people, especially 
the poor, is the way most Christians evan-
gelize. CSEC affirms these efforts by calling 
attention to the many ways the baptized can 
serve those in need.

The total amount distributed in 2018-19 was 
approximately $24,000, and over the three 
previous years $67,000 was spent in works 
of charity and evangelization. Contributions 
were made to Bay Cliff Health Camp, Care 
Clinic, Janzen House, Habitat for Humanity, 
Room at the Inn, St. Vincent de Paul Pantry 
and Prescription Fund, St. Francis Connec-
tion in Gwinn, Unbound, Catholic Campus 
Ministry, Sisters of St. Paul for their works of 
charity, and Cross Catholic Relief Services.

The CSEC is also responsible for the coordi-
nation of St. Michael’s participation in Room 
at the Inn (RATI). This past year, we hosted 
RATI in November, February and April. The 
homeless also were housed in the Dunleavy 
Gym during the Christmas holiday week, 
and our parishioners provided the Christmas 
dinner.

In addition, the Committee:

• Offered a weekly Bible sharing on Tuesdays, 
beginning with Mass at 9 a.m., followed by a 
continental breakfast and Bible sharing until 
10:30 a.m.

• Offered a three-week Bible study during 
Advent on the Incarnation of Jesus.

• Hosted monthly birthday parties for the 
children of low-income families in the Supe-
rior Village location.

• Provided lunches for Habitat volunteers.

• Revised its bylaws.

The committee has nine members plus Father 
Greg. It meets at 7 p.m. on the second Tues-
day of each month and welcomes new mem-
bers. Anyone interested should call Karen 
Reese at 361-1441 or Marguerite Adair at 
228-2704.

Ecumenical Quintet

Fr. Marquette Academy 
Pre-Kindergarteners

Cinnamon Roll Sunday

Art and Environment for 
Easter
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Amazing Parish Team 

The St. Michael Amazing Parish Team in-
cludes Father Greg, Anne Dehring, Rob and 
Diane Noel, Loreene Zeno Koskey, Emily 
Fust and Cindy Ampe. The team meets every 
two weeks to pray for our parish, review our 
parish Sunday experience, provide input and 
insights gained from parishioners and continue 
to work on goals of our Parish Evangelization 
Plan. This team planned and coordinated both 
Women’s and Men’s Days of Reflection, the 
Parish Fall Harvest Meal and the “Ways of 
Prayer” Workshop. It is continually in search 
of opportunities to make our parish a vibrant 
worship community.

Prayer Chain
The mission of the Prayer Chain is to lift all 
persons up for their specific needs each day. 
Anyone wanting to put someone on the prayer 
chain may contact Kay LeDuc (228-9249) or 
Mary Beth Bullock (226-2242), who then begin 
the prayer chain request, continuing until all 
the intercessors are contacted. No one is ever 
taken off the prayer chain. Only first names 
are used, and everything is kept confidential 
by all prayer group members. The prayer 
requests should be short and specific and may 
come from any source, not only members of St. 
Michael Parish. The prayer chain currently has 
seven intercessors.

 Prayer Shawl Ministry
Since April 2004, the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
has met to knit shawls for those among us go-
ing through difficult times. Being wrapped in a 
prayer shawl reminds wearers that they are not 
alone. The parish community holds them in its 
prayers, and through the parish, God, our lov-
ing Father, offers comfort and care. Each year 
about 50 shawls are distributed. The Shawl 
Ministry also offers Prayer Patches, a small 
knitted reminder to help the one who holds it 
feel closer to God. Members of this ministry re-
mind parishioners that the shawls and patches 
are not reserved for only a select group, but are 
for anyone struggling with a loss, family wor-
ries, job insecurity, a troubled relationship or 
health concerns.

Prison Ministry

Marquette Branch Prison has one priest as-
signed to it–Father Jeff Johnson. He and any 
volunteers attend to the Catholic services in 
the two chapels at the prison. One chapel 

serves the inmates in Level 1 (minimum) 
security and the second in Level 5 (maximum) 
security. There are two services weekly: Level 
5 on Friday mornings at 9:30 a.m., and Level 1 
on Saturday evenings at 7 p.m. Currently 10-20 
men attend the combined services. A Liturgy 
of the Word with communion is conducted by 
a deacon or trained layperson when no priest 
is available.

The prison ministry is an outreach of St. Peter 
Cathedral. Father Jeff is the assigned priest; 
visiting priests this past year included Bishop 
John, Msgr. Michael Steber, Father Aaron 
Nowicki and Father Brandon. The diocese 
provides moneys for subscriptions to The 
U.P. Catholic and God’s Word Today and other 
items, such as rosaries, miscellaneous Catholic 
pamphlets, prayer cards, DVDs and booklets. 
Including the priest, up to five volunteers 
attend the Level 1 services, and up to three at-
tend the Level 5 sessions. 

Tuesday from 5:30 to 6:30 there is a Catholic 
study session in the Level 1 chapel, where the 
scriptures for the next Sunday’s Mass (Satur-
day night) are discussed. 

Contact Deacon Dennis Maki if you are inter-
ested in being a volunteer. Saturday Mass and 
the Tuesday scripture study session will be 
open for both male and female volunteers. The 
Level 5 Mass is open only for males. Lay volun-
teers will not be required to lead the services.

Communication and Outreach 
Team

The mission of the team is to increase, encour-
age or engage current and inactive members 
of the St. Michael’s community to participate 
more fully in their faith life. With this goal, the 
team accomplished the following:

• Developed brief policy for the use of the 
electronic and other resources, including these: 
Facebook, Enews (weekly or biweekly email 
messages) My Parish App, weekly Mass bul-
letins, the parish website, newspaper submis-
sions and flyers.

• Redesigned and simplified the registration 
process and Welcome Packet materials. This 
committee updated the materials presented to 
visitors and made the packet less dense, helping 
office staff and others reach out by collecting 
phone numbers and e-mail addresses for all 
members. 

• Improved the Gathering Space by designing 
and installing the coffee kiosk and information 
desk, as well as helping hosts coordinate the 
monthly Coffee Hour after Masses. 

Confirmation

Blessing of Pets

Leadership Meeting

Men’s Day of Reflection



• Created a protocol to engage newly-registered 
members. This task is a regular work in 
progress and includes a welcome phone call 
from a team member or another parishioner, 
an invitation to an upcoming parish event or 
Bible study, such as the Men’s or Women’s Day 
of Reflection, and an invitation to a “Welcome 
New Members” luncheon. A clergy welcome at 
Mass includes a simple gift of bread, a card and 
a free Equal Exchange product.

Future projects include further improvements 
to the Gathering Space and an annual parish 
directory.

Ultreya

With the support of Father Greg and past St. 
Michael pastors, St. Michael continues as the 
long-time host and primary gathering place 
of the Marquette County Ultreya–the local 
community of participants in the Cursillo 
Movement in the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan. Cursillo is an international lay movement 
in the Catholic Church. Its focus is on living 
our Christian faith together in friendship 
with God, with self, and with one another. It 
is about learning to become the people God 
created us to be and to be light for others on 
the path of faith. Our local Ultreya currently 
meets four times per year on the fifth Mondays 
of the month. Participants gather to sing, pray 
and witness to God alive and at work in our 
day-to-day lives. Our community is comprised 
of members from many area churches, and St. 
Michael parishioners are a large and active 
part of this community. Each member has 
experienced a three-day Cursillo weekend. On 
a Cursillo weekend, people from across the 
Upper Peninsula come together to share time 
in Christian community and grow deeper in 
understanding of their faith and how to live it 
fully and joyfully in their everyday lives. If you 
would like to learn more, the local Cursillo-
Ultreya contact people are Anne and Terry 
Dehring.

Respect Life Ministry

The Respect Life Committee is more or less ad 
hoc but was inactive this past year. Anyone 
interested in being involved with Respect Life 
Ministry is asked to call Dana Langsford at 
869-3971.

St. Michael the Archangel  
Softball Team

This year St. Michael’s softball team was 
carried by a few passionate parishioners who 
loved the ministry. Due to family commit-
ments, many previous players were unable to 
take part this year, leaving the roster very thin. 
Although the games were great fun for all, St. 
Michael’s was the first team eliminated in the 
playoffs. Those who took part in the softball 
ministry look forward to a better season next 
year, and they encourage everyone who is 
interested to get in touch early to ensure a full 
team next spring. The team thanks the parish 
for its support and prayers in what has been a 
truly successful ministry for St. Michael’s over 
the years.

        FAITH COMMUNITY

 
Parish Pastoral Council
The Pastoral Council is made up of nine 
parishioners as well as the pastor and associ-
ate pastor. The primary role of the council is 
to advise the pastor and associate pastor in the 
pastoral care of the parish, providing vision for 
the future and direction for the apostolic works 
of the Church. 

St. Michael’s is blessed with many parishio-
ners who commit themselves to our various 
committees. The Pastoral Council provides a 
liaison to each of these committees for the ex-
change of information and coordination of ef-
forts. During committee meetings, the pastoral 
council representative acts as both a committee 
member and the Parish Council representative, 
so that plans, activities and monetary funds 
are in accordance with parish guidelines. 

The Pastoral Council meets every two months 
and receives the updates from committees 
regarding planned activities. Parishioners may 
bring their concerns to the attention of the 
Pastoral Council at its meetings. If asked, the 
council does make recommendations to the 
pastor. It takes its turn, as does every other 
committee, with coffee socials, and volunteer 
backup for committees on their projects.

This year the council coordinated the annual 
parish meeting in February, which brought 
together parish leaders and all interested pa-
rishioners.
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Buildings and Grounds 
Committee

The Buildings and Grounds Committee meets 
on an as-needed basis to review maintenance 
needs of the parish physical structures and 
grounds and to advise the pastor on questions 
related to facilities maintenance. The commit-
tee provides input on prioritizing maintenance 
projects based upon funds available, reviews 
bids, and makes recommendations on contrac-
tor selection. Twice each year the committee 
assists with organizing a volunteer cleanup of 
the parish grounds.  

Roofs were replaced on the CCM building, 
the parish office, and the rectory garage this 
spring. Bids for repair of deteriorated asphalt, 
crack sealing and repainting of the parking lot 
were reviewed and work scheduled for this 
summer. Options are being reviewed for test-
ing a couple of different construction treat-
ments to try to eliminate the striping occurring 
on the walls and ceiling as a result of candle 
and incense smoke adhering to the areas where 
wallboard directly overlies metal wall studs. 
The committee continues to monitor the status 
of the school building, which now must be 
maintained without assistance from the school 
board or diocese. Every attempt is made to be 
good stewards of the physical plant that sup-
ports the parish’s spiritual life.

Development Committee

The Development Committee was formed in 
2003. Since that time, the committee has been 
charged with many different projects.

Projects taken on include directing our very 
successful UPCSA (Upper Peninsula Catholic 
Services Appeal) campaign in conjunction 
with Cinnamon Roll Weekend, which has 
become a very popular event. Thanks go to all 
of the parishioners who make those delicious 
cinnamon rolls.

An Estate Planning Seminar in the spring in-
cluded  speakers Deacon Scott Jamieson, Mark 
Canale and Father Greg. A Ministry Minute at 
all Masses featured Lenora McKeen, executive 
director of the Bishop Baraga Association. This 
Annual Report is the project of a committee 
member and two other parishioners.

Members participated in the February Annual 
Parish Meeting and promoted having a week-
end Ministry Fair which was held in May of 
2019.

Art and Environment Committee

The Art and Environment Committee con-
tinues to look for new ways to decorate our 
worship and gathering spaces. During the 
Christmas season, Mary Maki loaned the 
use of her old-fashioned candle lanterns that 
added a warm, nostalgic look. For the Easter 
season, the Altar Society agreed to pay for 
new decorative pillars that added beauty to 
our worship space. These, and the donations 
for flowers, along with smaller additions to 
our supply of decorating items, keep a fresh, 
new look for all the seasons.

Members decided this year to purchase an 
already-decorated Paschal candle, since no 
one had been lined up to decorate the candle 
this year. However, since then, we now have 
people willing to do the Paschal candle for 
the next two years.

Liturgical Ministry/ 
Music Ministry

The 2019 liturgical year began with the intro-
duction of the new Diocesan Hymnals. Many 
of the hymns in the missal are new to parish-
ioners, so the choir directors are slowly trying 
to add them into the liturgical music. Cindy 
Ampe, with input from the choir directors, is 
submitting hymns that our parish knows, but 
are not in the hymnal, for diocesan approval 
to sing at Mass. Several hymns have been ap-
proved and will be included in future liturgies. 
The choir is still free to sing choral pieces not 
in the hymnal and we are able to sing approved 
Mass settings in our liturgies. Loreene Zeno 
Koskey continues to accompany and lead litur-
gical music for the Sunday 8 a.m. Mass. Debbie 
Carlson, who led the music for the Saturday 
4 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. Masses, resigned 
her positions June 30, 2019. Father Greg, along 
with our Parish Personnel Committee and 
Amazing Parish Team, are beginning the pro-
cess of filling her position.

The Liturgical Ministry Team is a dedicated 
group of parishioners who serve in the follow-
ing areas of parish ministry: Mass coordinator, 
lector, extraordinary minister of communion, 
altar server, usher, greeter, coffee barista and 
parish registrar. All new parishioners are in-
vited to join one of these ministry roles. Thank 
you to Isaac Sarles, who has provided altar 
server training to our youth. Please contact 
Cindy Ampe or the parish office if you would 
like to be involved in one of these liturgical 
roles. Training is provided.
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Worship Committee

The Worship Committee, whose members 
include Father Greg, Deacon Dennis Maki and 
parishioners, meets six to eight times a year 
to plan and review liturgies. The committee 
continues to grow in understanding of liturgical 
worship by dedicating a portion of its meeting 
to review of The Sourcebook, a resource for 
pastoral liturgy. It also serves as a resource for 
transitioning to the new Diocesan Hymnal. 
New and ongoing liturgies are Blessing of the 
Pets, Mass of Remembrance, Celebration of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe with a bilingual Mass, pur-
chase of bilingual hymnals, Outdoor Mass, and 
Advent and Lent parish novenas. Please contact 
Cindy Ampe if you are interested in serving on 
this committee. 
 
RCIA
St. Michael currently has an RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) team which is 
composed of Cathy Savela, Mary Rule, Jim and 
Gail Hermann, Father Brandon (NMU only), 
and Deacon Dennis and Mary Maki. Regular 
participants (not scheduled team) include Sally 
Luft and Paulette Hytinen. This past season the 
team had no candidates to receive the sacra-
ments at the Easter Vigil. The NMU Campus 
Ministry Center also had no sacrament seekers. 

This is a yearlong ministry: inquirers meet with 
the director (Deacon Dennis) individually in 
the summer and advance onto the RCIA ses-
sions if ready. Weekly RCIA meetings start in 
September and conclude after the Easter Vigil. 
A line budget covers expenses, such as purchas-
ing an annual book for the team and candidates 
(At Home with the Word), a gift for the candi-
dates, a celebration party after the Vigil and any 
miscellaneous expenses. When or if there are no 
candidates or catechumens, the team still meets 
on a limited basis and offers an Adult Faith 
Formation program. 

Contact Deacon Dennis if you know anyone 
who is interested in becoming Catholic or is an 
already baptized Catholic but needs the other 
sacraments of Initiation (Reconciliation or Con-
firmation). Contact Deacon Dennis if you have 
interest in serving on the RCIA team. No prior 
experience is required. 
 
Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation events continued to 
grow in our parish during this year. All of the 
following were opportunities for our parish-
ioners to witness and share their faith with 
others. More than 20 people registered for the 
Revelation Bible Study sessions offered monthly 
from September through June; 20-25 adults 

attended weekly Symbolon (The Catholic Faith 
Explained) on Sunday mornings during the 
school year; eight parishioners attended the 
Cursillo and five were on the Cursillo team at 
Marygrove; 10 parishioners attended the Parish 
Retreat at Marygrove. As a follow-up to at-
tending a Cursillo, 25-30 attended four Ultreya 
events, and numerous attend weekly/bi-weekly 
meetings; eight parishioners attended a silent 
retreat at Marygrove. As a response to parish-
ioner request, a four-week “Ways of Prayer” 
Workshop was held with 10-12 attending; 10 
women met weekly for Bible study during the 
school year; 80 women attended the Novem-
ber, 2018 Women’s Day of Reflection, given by 
Mary Sellars Malloy, and 54 men attended the 
February, 2019 Men’s Day of Reflection, given 
by Dominick Albano. Many books, CDs and 
pamphlets are available on the education cart in 
the gathering space.

Catholic Campus Ministry
Catholic Campus Ministry’s (CCM) purpose 
is to guide young adults in building relation-
ships with Jesus, His Church and one another. 
Bishop John Doerfler’s vision for evangelization 
in the Diocese of Marquette—be a friend of 
Jesus, make a friend, and introduce that friend 
to Jesus—is the model members practice. This 
is a family centered on Christ, desiring others to 
share in its joy.

CCM continues to offer opportunities for spiri-
tual growth through bringing new and return 
speakers to our Food for Thought series on di-
verse topics from relationships by parish mem-
bers to apologetics by students working as peer 
ministers, and every semester we have a talk 
from Bishop John. This year students had many 
retreat opportunities, including a trip for young 
men to the Sacred Heart Seminary, Father Bran-
don Oman’s alma mater. Students continued to 
volunteer in our parish and local community 
and connect across campus with other students 
under the mantle of CCM and in the name of 
Jesus in evangelization and friendship.

 
Sacramental Life
Nineteen infants were baptized at St. Michael 
parish last year, and ten children and one adult 
made their First Confession and First Holy 
Communion. Three couples were married at our 
parish, and thirty-five funerals were celebrated. 
 
Altar Linen Ministry
The Altar Linen Ministry is composed of 12 
parishioners who launder and iron the linens 
used for Mass. Each volunteer takes one month 
of the year making sure that the linens are sup-
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plied for all of the Masses. This is a quiet ministry done in the 
quiet of our homes on our own schedules.

         HOSPITALITY 
 
 
Altar Society

Members of the Altar Society work together to provide hos-
pitality to families who come to the parish for funerals and 
other events. The group has two major fundraising events 
each year: the Fall Bazaar and Luncheon and the Spring Bake 
Sale. Funds provide supplies for Mass, including the wine and 
hosts; supplies and equipment for the Zryd Parish Center and 
kitchen; support of an elderly woman through UNBOUND; 
annual calendars; cards and gifts for shut-ins, and other needs 
as they arise. This year funds also paid for a new ciborium 
and for cleaning the chairs in the church, chapel, gathering 
space, parish center and Catholic Campus Ministry Center.

Members gather for three annual meals: the Mother-Daugh-
ter Dinner, Christmas Luncheon and Spring Luncheon. The 
Altar Society awards a recognition scholarship to one out-
standing graduating student at Father Marquette Catholic 
Academy. Each year the winner’s name is added to a plaque 
given to the school. The student receives a small plaque and 
$100. Society meetings are held on the first Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m. All women of the parish are invited to be 
members or help with various events and activities. 
 
Men’s Club
The club has two fundraising events: a Pancake Breakfast 
on the last Sunday in October and a French Toast Breakfast 
on the third Sunday in March. This year the men sponsored 
two Catholic Campus Ministry Food For Thought dinners, 
one in the fall and one in the spring. The club also provided 
snacks for Room at the Inn guests. 
 
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus, Msgr. Nolan McKevitt Council 689, 
with more than 215 members, serves both St. Michael Parish 
and St. Peter Cathedral. Charity always has been the first 
principle of the Knights of Columbus as Catholic men of faith, 
charitable action and focused on their families.

Locally, Council 689 in 2018-2019 raised and distributed 
nearly $40,000 to support seminarian education, Catholic 
Campus Ministry, Father Marquette Catholic Academy and 
WNOA Catholic Radio underwriting. It ran a 72-hour softball 
tournament in the Dome raising almost $10,000 for Special 
Olympics. It will continue to support WNOA, “Coats for 
Kids,” Special Olympics and Christians in the Middle East 
Emergency Fund and of course, give daily support of minis-
tries at St. Michael.

You will see Knights serving the Lord and His Church as 
priests, extraordinary eucharistic ministers, ushers, cross 
bearers, music ministers and of course as devoted husbands 
and fathers. Consider joining the Knights of Columbus to 
expand opportunities to serve our parish, make new friends, 
strengthen your faith and be an evangelizing and energized 
 

Catholic. To learn more, visit www.kofc.org or www.knights.
net or contact the parish office.

            CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
 
Faith Formation and Confirmation

Faith Formation saw significant growth over the 2018-2019 
year. Classes were expanded to include all age levels: Pre-K 
through 12th grade. Also included was a Sunday morn-
ing adult opportunity for formation with the Symbolon 
program, which was very successful, often drawing more 
than 20 families. Three of our high school students were 
confirmed, and 10 elementary students received the sacra-
ments of Holy Eucharist and Confession. Our students used 
all-new materials, including the You program with high 
school, and the Alpha youth series with middle school. Our 
Faith Formation teachers are NMU students and commu-
nity members, and all are on fire with the faith and ready to 
continue the good work. 
 
Father Marquette Catholic Academy
Father Marquette Catholic Academy (FMCA) has expe-
rienced a very fruitful and memorable 2018-2019 school 
year. The first year as a consolidated campus has allowed 
all to really experience the “One Family, One Mission, One 
Campus.” As one community, the school has grown in faith, 
grace, students, knowledge and so much more. FMCA looks 
forward to a bright future, as everyone works together as 
a team to provide opportunities to grow closer with Christ 
and to receive a top-notch education. 

The school continues to teach and perfect use of the Classi-
cal Curriculum Approach. Through the Classical Approach, 
our faith is infused into our teachings. FMCA students are 
tasked with reaching heightened expectations, which will 
prepare them to go above and beyond in future secondary 
and postsecondary school academics. We provide students 
with strong career and work ethics while anchoring all of 
our foundations in the teachings of Christ.  
 
Boy Scouts
Boy Scout troop 302 runs a year-round program. The scouts 
plan and schedule their program. The events include winter 
camping, hiking, cardboard classic, cycling, camping, and 
the 4th of July parade. Scouts do service projects at St. 
Michael’s, Salvation Army and flag ceremonies. Julien Beltz 
just received his Eagle badge, and four others are getting 
close to completing their Eagle Scout requirements. 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) offers a special 
liturgy for children in kindergarten through fifth grade 
at Sunday 10:30 a.m. (now 11 a.m.) Mass. This liturgy 
is geared towards a child’s level of understanding and 
includes the First Reading and the Gospel followed by 
discussion. The children return to Mass just before the of-
fering. During each CLOW session, children are chosen to 
carry up the gifts. In October the CLOW program transi-
tioned to being offered on the first Sunday of every month. 7
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