
Fr. Greg’s Bulletin Message for May 17, 2020 
Regarding: Masses and the opening of the Church  

Dear Parishioners:  

We hope that you are sheltering safe and healthy at home. We are glad to live stream the Sunday 11:00 
AM Mass, and plan to continue to for the foreseeable future. Confessions continue on Saturday from 
11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  

Bishop John has published a letter to announce the second phase of reopening by resuming the public 
celebration of Mass, the source and summit of our life. This means that as regular Masses begin, we still 
need to observe social distancing precautions. Bishop John writes that this does mean that our hearts are 
distanced. We are united to Christ and in heart as one People of God.  

The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in place to protect people who are 
aged and at greater health risk. If you are ill or have health concerns, please stay home. Please access 
and review Bishop John’s letter, found on the diocesan and parish website. The letter contains many 
important details about resuming regular Masses across our diocese.  

Following a meeting of some parish staff, we announce the following. At St. Michael Parish, weekday 
Masses will resume Tuesday, May 19, 2020. Weekday Masses: Mon (8:00 AM), Tues (9:00 AM), Wed 
(5:15 PM), Thurs (8:00 AM), Fri (8:00 AM).  

Weekend Masses will resume May 23/24, 2020. Saturday (4:00 PM) Sunday (11:00 AM Live Streamed). 
All Masses will be celebrated in the main church.  

Upon entering the church, please find signage and programs with Mass and music information. Masses 
will be simplified with less movement. We ask that people sit in every other pew, six feet apart. People of 
the same household may sit together. Please wear a face mask and bring hand sanitizer and cleaning 
wipes if you have them. We will have extra items available, and will be cleaning the entry and pew areas 
after every Mass. We are encouraged to receive Holy Communion in the hand as this lessens the 
possibility of exposure. We know that this is a lot to take in, however, our goal is to celebrate Mass with 
the intention of protecting people from COVID-19. Please notice that we will not resume the Sunday 8:00 
AM Mass for now. A more simple schedule will provide us more time to clean, evaluate, and make 
adjustments along the way.  

 


